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The previous day, a number of reporters from the Times Company had visited the Emperorâ€™s
country house and the subsequent press conference, the implications of which, however, were not
discussed. Lippmann did not mention the event at the time, but it appeared in several of the other
newspapers the following day. The story was discussed in Parliament the day it was published.
However, the Japanese government regarded the disclosure of such news as nothing more than an
act of deception by the West and regarded it as a sign of their defeat in the war,â€ Morihei Ueshiba
wrote. â€œThis would make the American people lose their confidence and belief that Japan has
become enlightened, because the emperor and his ministers are behaving like bestial wolves,â€ he
stated. â€œThe people of the U.S. will also be harmed by this,â€ he wrote. A group of diplomats
who had been chosen as theâ€ bestial wolvesâ€ by â€œthe gai-jinâ€ were summoned to the
imperial residence, where they were threatened by the senior imperial secretaryâ€”- Hiraoka
Yoshinori â€”and members of the emperorâ€™s entourage.â€œIf you write such things, you will be
purged.â€The imperial soldier in charge of the soldiers who had been appointed to protect the
emperorâ€™s person took out a revolver, Morihei Ueshiba wrote, and pointed it at one of the
Japanâ€™s diplomats. â€œJapanâ€™s army should not give up their arms, but use them against the
imperial system and Japanese people.â€ Although Morihei Ueshibaâ€™s book, â€œZen, Ethics and
Religionâ€, was published in Japan in March, 1945, a number of American critics, particularly Harold
S. Firestone, a professor at the University of Chicago, made his views clear on the matter and
criticized Ueshibaâ€™s bookâ€”which served as a blueprint for the â€œBushidoâ€ or â€œcode of
the warriorâ€â€”as both an act of treachery and a product of ignorance, on the part of the military
establishment. â
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